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Sustainability initiatives, environmental leadership and the broad 
scope of legal and regulatory issues that intersect with those 
efforts will be on the agenda for AHFA’s 2021 Sustainability 
& Regulatory Summit.

The event is slated September 1-2 at the Conference Center at 
Guilford Technical Community College in Colfax, N.C. AHFA will adhere 

to any COVID-19 health and safety protocols that remain in place in 
September, including limiting the number of attendees, if necessary. Registration 

is online at https://www.ahfa.us/2021SummitRegistration.
Titled “Rethink, Reset, React,” the 2021 Summit agenda covers a wide array of topics, 

beginning with the challenge of rethinking the role of sustainability goals within a business 
climate that is increasingly prioritizing environmental, social and governance (ESG) issues.  
Helping attendees understand the forces driving this change will be Heather Palmer, who 
leads the Sidley Environmental group’s work in environmental, social and governance 
matters. She is a partner in the firm’s Houston office, and her practice focuses on 
environmental law, supporting clients in the development of environmental management 
systems and advising them on environmental compliance.  

“We will open the program by rethinking the role of sustainability goals within the home 
furnishings industry, and how those fit into the broader business climate in the U.S.,” 
explains Bill Perdue, AHFA vice president of regulatory affairs. “But we’ll quickly transition to 
practical steps member companies can take to align everyday operations with those goals.”

Confirmed presenters include:

•	 Catherine Sheehy, the global lead of sustainability partnerships for UL, who will 
discuss standards and certifications and their role in meeting sustainability goals;

•	 Mark Fellin and Brent Nelson, both with Amazon, who will share Amazon’s science-
based approach to improving sustainable operations, including reducing carbon 
footprint and expanding use of renewable energy;

•	 Michael Sullivan, of Womble Bond Dickinson, who will present a case history on 
litigation involving product chemical content (PFOA/PFOS).

Additional confirmed sessions include a political update from Chris Andresen, Dutko 
GR; a STURDY Act update from Matt Howsare, Cooley LLP; a flammability regulation  
update from Dr. Andrew Lock of the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission; an update 
on clothing storage unit testing and development of new test methods; and a series of 
three “best practices” presentations from AHFA member companies focused on setting 
aggressive sustainability goals for the future.

In addition, the Summit also will feature “Leadership in a Time of Transition,” presented 
by retired Navy SEAL Thom Shea. Shea served with the U.S. Navy for 23 years before writing 
“Unbreakable: A Navy SEAL’s Way of Life,” which was intended as a collection of lessons for 
his children in the event he did not survive combat in Afghanistan. 

Registration for the 2021 Summit is $199 for AHFA members. Full program details, along 
with information on hotel accommodations, are on the Events page of AHFA’s website.  ★

2021 Summit to Address
Sustainability and Regulation

Furniture Executive

Inland Terminal
Opening Soon
Although COVID-19 pandemic-related 
delays pushed back construction timelines, 
the Florida-based railroad  company 
CSX Transportation expects to open its new 
intermodal terminal in Rocky Mount later 
this year, according to Hans Bean, chief 
commercial officer for NC Ports.

Bean addressed transportation and 
logistics professionals attending  AHFA’s 
2021 Logistics Conference, presented 
by the Specialized Furniture Carriers 
division in June. He reported that Port of 
Wilmington officials expect to link to the 
Carolina Connector, or CCX, by October, 
opening the port’s rail connectivity to the 
Midwest.

The CCX “will bring a whole new array 
of capabilities to us,” said Bean. The 
terminal will have three wide-span, zero-
emission electric cranes with an annual 
lift capacity of 110,000 containers. Most 
container handling will be controlled 
remotely by operators located inside the 
terminal building, CSX said in its 2019 
sustainability report. 

Furniture importers using the Port of 
Wilmington already have rail connectivity 
via the Queen City Express to the Charlotte 
Inland Port, which is owned and operated 
by NC Ports. They recently added a next-
day service. The CCX in Rocky Mount will 
connect importers to a larger rail network 
serving the Midwest.  ★
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As with other associations in our industry, the 
International Textile Association and its member 
companies have spent the last year learning to pivot 
operations to meet the complex and constantly changing 
needs of an industry and a marketplace in the grip of a 
pandemic.

ITA faced tough decisions last year. We downsized 
our office staff, cancelled our May 2020 Showtime event 
and tightened our budget. Our members likewise faced 
operational challenges, including soaring freight rates, 
shipping bottlenecks and higher costs for raw materials. 

Yet, with surging consumer demand that shows 
no signs of abating any time soon, the textile industry remains optimistic in 
its business outlook. According to Showtime Magazine’s recent Home Textile 
Industry Outlook Survey, 93 percent of executives are “very optimistic” or 
“somewhat optimistic” about business prospects this year. In fact, for the first 
quarter of 2021, nearly 70 percent of the executives surveyed reported solid to 
robust increases in sales compared to the same period in 2020.

ITA is likewise optimistic in its new strategies for meeting member needs. 
In an effort to support our membership and their customers, ITA introduced 
monthly webinars last year with topics such as “Doing Business in the New 
Normal” and “Leveraging LinkedIn: 
Building Your New Resource Network.” 
Our Young Textile Professionals division 
hosted virtual Lunch & Learn events on 
subjects such as health and well-being 
and public speaking. 

The ITA also created quarterly 
themed “look books” as a way to extend 
the marketing reach of its members. 
The first quarter theme was quick ship 
items and the second (released last 
month) was on outdoor fabrics. Through these new ways of approaching our 
traditional services of education and networking, we discovered we could expand 
our reach. Continuing this approach promises to make our organization even 
more relevant as we move into the future. 

The ITA and the industry it represents remain resilient and have emerged from 
the global challenges of 2020 stronger. Many within our industry believe that, while 
demand will cool off from its current levels, the post-pandemic need for home 
furnishings will remain stronger than before the pandemic. Business will be lifted 
by sustainable macroeconomic trends such as the housing boom, higher rates of 
mobility, more remodeling activity and an overall positive economic outlook. 

If this optimistic outlook proves accurate, we are ready! We are grateful to have a 
dedicated group of board members and staff committed to growing and improving 
ITA, ensuring that it continues to meet the needs of our ever-changing industry. ★

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR

Kelly DiFoggio

This month’s message is from Kelly DiFoggio, director of sales and merchandising for Stein 
Fibers and president of the International Textile Alliance Board of Directors.

Textile Industry Is
Optimistic for 2021

ITA
O U T L O O K

 33%
ARE VERY OPTIMISTIC

 17%
ALREADY HAVE IMPLEMENTED

A SURCHARGE FOR INCREASED COSTS

 22%
WILL ADD A SURCHARGE BY YEAR-END

 50%
OF TEXTILE EXECUTIVES

REPORT SIGNIFICANT LABOR SHORTAGES

 60%
OF TEXTILE EXECUTIVES ARE

SOMEWHAT OPTIMISTIC ABOUT
2021 BUSINESS PROSPECTS

2021 HOME TEXTILE INDUSTRY OUTLOOK SURVEY
“Yet, with surging 
consumer demand 

that shows no signs of 
abating any time soon, 

the textile industry 
remains optimistic in its 

business outlook.”
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Summer Classics Founder Bew White III 
Honored for Lifetime Achievement

Founded in March of 1979, today’s 
Summer Classics is a far cry from its 
humble beginnings. 

When Bew White III graduated 
from Auburn University in 1972 with a 
degree in textile engineering, the phrase 
“outdoor living” meant camping, and 
outdoor furniture consisted of a table 

and chairs on the patio. After six years 
working at the family business, Avondale Mills, the enterprising 
young man started a sales representative company called Vista 
Corporation to sell outdoor furniture.

By 1987, Bew White had launched multiple companies in an 
effort to move from selling on the road to building a national brand. 
Among those companies was Summer Classics, an enterprise 
he developed around his vision of designing and manufacturing 
products he would want for his own backyard. This consumer-
centric model generated wood, wrought iron and aluminum 
products manufactured in plants in the United States, Chile and 
Mexico, and they attracted high profile customers, like Crate & 
Barrel, Williams-Sonoma and Nieman Marcus. 

By 2000, White had moved much of his manufacturing to 
Asia and began focusing on cast aluminum and wicker. Cushions, 
however, were designed and manufactured at facilities in 
Birmingham, Ala., which produced up to 2,000 custom-made 
cushions per day. By 2004, Summer Classics had designed its 
own performance fabrics and trademarked them as Colores™.

Ever the innovator, White was also developing a new UV-
resistant wicker during this time. Called N-dura™, he used 
technology that ensured no color fading for five years, an industry 
first. By 2011, Summer Classics perfected the overall comfort 
level of its outdoor furniture by developing a new cushion formula 
resulting in another trademarked component, the Dream™ 
cushion. White was among the first in the industry to establish an 
in-house lab to test all new materials before introduction.

Today, Bew White’s son, William; and daughter, Wynne White 

Martin, are both in the family business. William founded Gabby in 
2010 and now serves as president of Summer Classics. Wynne 
founded Wendy Jane, a specialty pillow division, in 2016 and is 
Summer Classics’ national account manager. A second daughter, 
Walker, is in ministry.

Summer Classics is Alabama’s largest importer and supports 
over 400 local jobs. Its products are sold in 50 states and Canada. 
In addition, there are 19 Summer Classics Home retail stores. To 
drive the company’s consumer-focused product development, 
consumer surveys generate regular product feedback.

White has been a tireless advocate for his industry, providing 
guidance to dealers in the wake of the economic crash of 2008 
and the COVID-19 pandemic. He developed a “next 
generation” plan for hiring emerging talent and bringing them 
into the casual industry, and he leads by example with a staff 
of diverse ages, races, sexual orientations and religions.  He 
hosts a world-class symposium of industry experts in 
Birmingham each year to educate dealers on the latest in 
banking, merchandising, sales and marketing trends. 

He implemented the largest solar power system held by a 
privately-owned business in Alabama and set up teams to create 
recycling programs throughout the company. 

White’s philanthropic endeavors are broad and passionate. 
He has been a key donor to Lifeline adoption, cancer research, 
church rebuilding, Big Brothers Big Sisters and various Christian 
ministries. The Summer Classics Halo collection donates a portion 
of all sales to cancer research in honor of long-time sales rep 
Susan Lambeth, who lost her battle to ovarian cancer.

“He is an incredible man with a big heart for his employees,” 
said Rob Robinson, a Summer Classics sales representative who 
was among those submitting nominations for White. “A tireless 
and savvy businessman. A mentor to countless.”

White’s wife of 50 years, Wendy, is an accomplished gardener 
and helps accessorize the company’s photo shoots with fresh 
flowers. White will be honored during the 2021 ICFA Awards Gala 
September 22 at the Fairmont Chicago Millennium Park. ★

Bew White III

ICFA Announces 2021 Apollo Award Finalists
ICFA has announced finalists for the 2021 Apollo 
Awards. Founded in 1959, the program recognizes 
retail excellence in the sales and marketing of 
outdoor furnishings.

Finalists must demonstrate outstanding 
accomplishments plus active partnerships and 
excellent credit ratings with manufacturers and 
industry suppliers. They are recognized as exceptional dealers 
of a wide variety of quality products in their trading area and a 

role model for others within the industry. Finalists also 
are characterized by superior customer service plus 
innovative marketing and merchandising strategies.

This year, ICFA modified the selection process to 
prioritize five regional finalists in both the single-store 
and multi-store categories. Each region was defined by 
state lines, with the exception of California, which was 

divided horizontally at Santa Maria.
Continued on page 4
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Piercy Honored for
Lifetime Achievement
Fred Piercy, retired transportation director for Bernhardt 
Furniture, received the Alvin W. Daughtridge Lifetime 
Achievement Award from AHFA’s Specialized Furniture Carriers 
last month at the 2021 Logistics Conference in Wilmington, N.C.

Piercy began his transportation career in 1955 with 
Carolina Northwestern Railroad, a division of Southern 
Railroad. Three years later he was hired as traffic manager for 
Bernhardt and remained there for 43 years, retiring as director 
of transportation in 2001.

 Piercy remained active in the transportation industry after 
his retirement, including serving several years as a business 
development and consulting agent for CV International. He was a 
charter member of the Furniture Shippers Association and served 
as chair of AHFA’s Transportation and Logistics Division. He also 
served two terms as president of the Catawba Valley Traffic Club 
and was selected as its 1997 Person of the Year. He was on the 
board of the North Carolina Trucking Association for 15 years 
and served as chair in 1995. He also was an active member 
of the North Carolina League of Transportation and Logistics 
for over 20 years.

In his community, Piercy served on the Foundation Board for 
Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute (CCC&TI) 
for 20 years and helped establish its driver training program. He 
is a member of the Hudson Optimist Club in Lenoir and served as 
Club President in 1967.  

Two additional service awards were presented in honor of 

industry executives who 
died recently. Michael 
Massood Sr. (1924-2020) 
was chairman of MGM 
Transport Corp. He and his 
brother, George, launched 
the company in 1952 as 
a railcar distributor of furniture for the New York City area.  
Massood built the business from a one-truck operation to one 
of the Northeast’s premier railcar distributors with more than 
700 employees. Massood was an ardent supporter of industry 
trade associations, serving on the boards of the American Home 
Furnishings Alliance, the National Home Furnishings Association, 
Greater New York Home Furnishings Association, Specialized 
Furniture Carriers and International Federation of Transportation 
Association.  He was also a strong supporter of City of Hope and 
St. Joseph’s Hospital Medical Center in Paterson, N.J., where he 
started a foundation for cancer research. He has been honored 
with the International Home Furnishings Representatives 
Association’s Pillar of the Industry Award, City of Hope’s National 
Home Furnishings Industry Man of the Year and the Anti-
Defamation League’s Lifetime Achievement Award.

Also honored was William “Billy” Wayne Crawford (1943-
2019), who worked for Lightning Transportation Inc., a 
Specialized Furniture Carrier, for 18 years. Prior to Lightning, 
Crawford was president of J&B Transportation for 11 years. ★

Fred Piercy

Single-Store Category
Midwest Region - Village Green Home and Garden, Rockford, Ill.
Northeast Region - Gasper Home & Garden Showplace, Richboro, Pa.
Northwest Region - Villa Terrazza Patio & Home, Sonoma, Calif.
Southeast Region – American Casual Living, Buford, Ga.               
Southwest Region - Patios Plus, Rancho Mirage, Calif.                  
                       
Multi-Store Category
Midwest Region – Watson’s, Cincinnati, Ohio
Northeast Region – Porch & Patio, Warwick, R.I.
Northwest Region – Rich’s For the Home, Lynnwood, Wash.
Southeast Region - The Firehouse Casual Living Store, Charlotte, N.C.
Southwest Region - Today’s Patio, Scottsdale, Ariz.

Team sign-up is now underway for AHFA’s 
30th Annual Solution Partners Education Golf 
Tournament.  The September 29 event will once 
again be held at Lake Hickory Country Club in 
Hickory, N.C.  Registration is $500 for a foursome 
or $150 per player. The tournament begins at 

noon. Registration includes a box lunch. 
Proceeds from the tournament are directed to the 

Solution Partners Education Fund, which supports a variety 
of education initiatives, including the Solution Partners 
Scholarship Program. This program presents $30,000 
in annual scholarships to the children of AHFA member 
company employees. (The 2021 recipients are listed in last 
month’s Furniture Executive.) 

The deadline to register your team is September 17. 
Online registration and an overview of sponsor opportunities 
can be found on the Events page of AHFA’s website, www.
ahfa.us. More information also is available by contacting Mary 
O’Keeffe at mokeeffe@ahfa.us. ★

Golfers Support Education Fund

The ICFA membership will vote via an online ballot for 
a winner in the single-store and multi-store categories 
later this summer. The two winners will be announced on 
September 22 during the ICFA Awards Gala.

Finalists in the 2021 competition include: 

Apollo Award Finalists
Continued from page 3
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2021 Logistics Conference

Supply chain disruptions, port congestion and rising 
shipping costs were topics discussed both on and off the 
agenda at AHFA’s 2021 Logistics Conference, “Navigating 
Into the Future.”

Sponsored by AHFA’s Specialized Furniture Carriers, 
the June 15-16 conference in Wilmington, N.C., was 
AHFA’s first in-person event since the November 2019 
Annual Meeting.

From Jerry Epperson, attendees learned that the surge 
in home furnishings demand is not likely to let up any 
time soon. Among the trends fueling consumer spending 
on home furnishings is a population migration out of 
congested urban areas into lower-cost areas of the South 
and Southwest.

Hans Bean, chief commercial officer for NC Ports, told 
attendees the Port of Wilmington currently has no delays. 
Expansion plans, including a $26 million new South Gate 
with seven inbound lanes and six outbound lanes, will 
further improve the terminal’s turn times, he said.

Dr. Terry Esper, associate professor of logistics at The 
Ohio State University, shared insights and research pointing 
to a new view of logistics among American consumers. Now 
seen as “essential workers,” those in the logistics arena 
are in the spotlight. “Today’s consumer is looking beyond 
products. They want to see what’s going on in the supply 
chain,” he reported.

During two panel discussions, executives from all 
segments of the industry emphasized the importance of 
communication and transparency throughout the supply 
chain for companies to survive and thrive in today’s 
challenging environment.

And from Tiffany Bowman, president of Bluewater 
Logistics, attendees received concrete tips for recruiting, 
training and retaining millennial workers, who are essential 
to future success. ★

NAVIGATING
INTO THE
FUTURE

Featured speaker Courtney 
Banghart, head women’s 
basketball coach for the 
University of North Carolina, 
shared competitive leadership tips 
with conference attendees.

NC Ports Chief Commercial 
Officer Hans Bean acknowledged 
the chaotic state of today’s supply 
chain, but told attendees, “There 
are different ways for us to help 
move things more quickly.”

2021 Logistics Conference attendees enjoyed a “Wilmington by Water” 
tour that included views of the Port of Wilmington.

Featured speaker Thom Shea 
asked attendees, “What’s the one 
thing leaders don’t let themselves 
do?” The answer, he suggested, is 
dream. He recommends one hour 
a day to “stretch your mind.”

From Dr. Terry Esper, professor 
of logistics at The Ohio State, 
attendees learned, “Logistics is on 
the stage. It’s our time.”
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           2021 UPCOMING EVENTS

 JULY 20-22 ICFA PREVIEW SHOW 
	 	 theMART	•	Chicago

  SEPTEMBER 1-2 SUSTAINABILITY & REGULATORY SUMMIT 
  The Conference Center at 
	 	 Guilford	Technical	Community	College	•	Colfax,	NC

 SEPTEMBER 20 ICFA RETAIL SEMINAR & THINK TANK 
	 	 theMART	•	Chicago

 SEPTEMBER 21-24 CASUAL MARKET CHICAGO 
  theMART	•	Chicago

 SEPTEMBER 29 SOLUTION PARTNERS 30TH ANNUAL 
  EDUCATION GOLF TOURNAMENT 
  Lake Hickory Country Club	•	Hickory, NC

 NOVEMBER 11-14 AHFA ANNUAL MEETING AND CEO CONFERENCE 
	 	 The	Broadmoor	•	Colorado	Springs,	CO

Details on AHFA events: www.ahfa.us     Details on ICFA events: www.icfanet.org
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